Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.137; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.6.
The title molecule, (E)-2,3 0 ,4,5-tetramethoxystilbene, C 18 H 20 O 4 , is virtually planar. The angle between the two benzene rings is 4.06 (6) . The intermolecular interactions present in the structure are weak. There are C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á Á-electron ring interactions. The molecules are ordered into planes that are parallel to (101). The distance between adjacent planes is about 3.3 Å and therefore -electron interactions between the aromatic planes are also plausible.
Related literature
For the importance and useful applications of stilbenoid compounds, see : Cushman et al. (1991) ; Nakamura et al. (2006) . For the precursors of the title compound, see: Krishnamurty & Maheshwari (1988) ; Anjaneyulu et al. (1990) ; Wang et al. (1988) ; Murillo (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x; y À 1; z; (ii) x À 1; y À 1; z þ 1; (iii) x; y þ 1; z; (iv) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz; (v) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1. Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring and Cg2 is the centroid of the C11-C16 ring.
Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 1998 ); cell refinement: SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) ; data reduction: SCALEPACK; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL/PC (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. (Cushman et al., 1991; Nakamura et al., 2006) . Resveratrol and its derivatives deserve considerable attention for their physiological properties and their role in defense mechanisms of the higher plants. The Roxburghin tetramethyl ether (E)-2,3',4,5,-tetramethoxystilbene) that is an analogue of resveratrol, has been originally obtained by modifications of roxburghin (Krishnamurty & Maheshwari, 1988) . It has been completely synthesized by the Perkins modified reaction (Anjaneyulu et al., 1990) . In addition to the crystal structure determination, we report an efficient synthesis of this product by the cross-metathesis of 3-methoxystyrene and 2,4,5-trimethoxystyrene, the latter having been obtained as a natural product from the bark of Duguetia colombiana (Annonaceae) (Wang et al., 1988; Murillo, 2001 ).
The catalyst (Grubbs second generation, 9 mg, 0.01 mmol), 2,4,5-trimethoxystyrene (39 mg, 0.2 mmol) and 2-methoxystyrene (277 mg, 2.0 mmol) were disolved in dry toluene (10 ml). The solution was refluxed under nitrogen for 24 h at 393 K. The compound was purified by a flash column chromatography with silica gel using hexane/ethylacetate 9:1 as an eluent. The title compound (30.0 mg) was obtained as a yellow powder in a yield of 50.0%. 
Refinement
All the H atoms were discernible in the difference electron-density maps. However, they were situated into idealized positions and constrained by riding model approximation. C-H methyl =0.98 Å; C-H aryl =0.95 Å; U iso H methyl =1.5U eq (C methyl );
sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The title molecule with the displacement ellipsoids shown at the 50% probability level. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

